Introduction

Mahatma Gandhi
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi popularly known as Mahatma Gandhi or Bapu was born on 2 nd October 1869 in Porbandar which was part of the then Bombay Presidency under the British rule. His father Karamchand Gandhi served as the diwan of Rajkot State. 1 In May 1883, 13 years old Gandhi married Kasturba, who was 14 years old. In 1885 Gandhi"s father passed away and subsequently in the year 1887 he cleared the matriculation examination set by the University of Bombay and thereafter joined the Samaldas College in Bhavnagar. After much contemplation he went to London in order to pursue his higher studies because his parents wanted him to become a barrister as they thought it would increase his prospects in succeeding his father"s post. 2 He came back to India in July 1891 only to realize that his mother had passed away in his absence. To his dismay he discovered that the barrister degree he held didn"t guarantee him a lucrative job so he went back to Rajkot and drafted petitions for litigants to earn a living. After exploiting all opportunities he accepted a yearlong contract with an Indian firm established in South Africa. 3 Gandhi had bitter experiences in South Africa, from being unceremoniously thrown out of the first class compartment of the train to being beaten up by a white driver of the stage coach for refusing to give extra respect to the European passengers, he faced heaps of humiliation. These bitter experiences carved out his personality and played a major role in molding his ideologies and philosophies. "What he did to South Africa was indeed less important than what South Africa did to him. It had not treated him kindly, but, by drawing him into the vortex of its racial problem; it had provided him with the ideal setting in which his peculiar talents could unfold themselves" 4 In1915 Gandhi returned back to India permanently and gained cognizance of the then prevailing conditions in terms of politics, economy, culture, trade and industry. He joined the Indian National Congress and escalated their demands from asking for mere autonomy to complete independence. What made him stand out from the other freedom fighters was his approach to fight for independence. He used principles of Satya (truth) and ahimsa (non-violence) to fight the oppressive British colonial power. Mahatma Gandhi, who was now popularly known as Bapu led the non-cooperation movement, the dandi march followed by the civil disobedience movement. All these movements proved to be effective and left a huge impact on the oppressors as well as the Indians. The novel technique of non-violence agitation namely, Satyagraha is till date revered and followed. 5 With the help of unconventional tools he managed to cross every hurdle that came his way. 
Introduction
Gandhi from the age of nineteen had been an avid reader of all kinds of religious scriptures including, the Bible, the Koran, the Bhagvat Gita, the AdiGranth, the Avesta and various scriptures like the Upanishads, Puranas, Vedas and Ramayana. He considered it to be a "sacred duty" for every person to read and learn from these sagacious scriptures. 6 In 1889 as a student of law in London Gandhi promised his friend that he would read the Bible, So he started with the Old Testament and moved on to the new testament which was more appealing to him as compared to the previous testament. What autobiographies don"t mention is the fact that, four years after this incident he went to South Africa and met three different groups of people who tremendously inspired and influenced him. 7 Gandhi"s experiences in South Africa carved him into the Mahatma today everyone knows. He was imprisoned three times in South Africa and all three times he spent his time reading and experimenting with truth, as he called it. Gandhi read religious books and other books written by Tolstoy and Ralph Waldo Emerson which helped him understand the Bible better.
Gandhi essentially learnt about the Bible in three stages which are going to be dealt with in the next section of this chapter.
1.1.
The first wave-The Esoteric Christian Union A London based group called the Esoteric Christian Union, led by Edward Maitland and Anna Kingsford, was the first source of influence for Gandhi, they played a major role in molding his understanding of the Bible. It had broken away from the London lodge of the theosophical society in 1884. Gandhi was more drawn to the idea of vegetarianism propagated by Kingsford than feminism or Hinduism; he represented the Esoteric Christian Union 8 and soon began to advertise their writings in the Natal Mercury. 9 This could be attributed to their books, The Perfect Way, or the finding of Christ (1882) and The New Gospel of Interpretation (1892) as these had an immense amount of impact on Gandhi. 10 With the help of esoteric Christianity"s mystical interpretation of the Bible, Gandhi learnt to oppose materialism and view the bible as the "book of the soul". 11 Even though the influence of the esoteric union hasn"t received much credit it remains to be one of the most influential sources for Gandhian principles, it is evident in the writings of the Mahatma.
"unmistakable signs of a return from the materialistic tendencies, which have made us so cruelly selfish, to the unadulterated esoteric teachings of not only Jesus Christ, but also of Buddha, Zoroaster and Mahomed, who are no longer so generally denounced by the civilized world as false prophets, but whose and Jesus's teachings are beginning to be acknowledged to be complementary of one another" nd 2013). 9 Gandhi, Letter to The Natal Mercury, 26 November 1894. 10 Emilsen, Supra n.6 at p.77. 11 Ibid at p.78. 12 M.K.Gandhi, Letter to The Natal Advertiser, 21 st January 1895.
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Gandhi venerated Bible and Bhagvat Gita equally but never claimed to be a full-fledged Christian as he read the Holy Bible with different lens. Gandhi had often said that he admired Jesus Christ but didn"t like Christians because the materialism, affluent Christian countries displayed contradicted the claims of Jesus Christ which said that it"s not possible to worship both Mammon and God at the same time. 16 So every time he picked up the holy bible, he read it critically and only imbibed in what he felt was right. When missionariesseeked help from Gandhi, he advised them to read the Hindu scriptures from the lens of a Hindu and Koran through the eyes of a Muslim just as they would expect him to read the bible like a Christian. 17 In the next section the researcher will be dealing with the various filters adopted by Gandhi to critically interpret the Holy Bible.
The Acid Test of Reason
Gandhi said that god"s words shouldn"t be taken literally instead one should understand the underlying meaning behind each word and apply accordingly. He said that every scripture needed to pass the test of reason to be worthy of being followed and applied to life. 18 Gandhi had no hesitation in rejecting any religious text if it did not clear the test of reason. For example the Manusastra talks about "untouchability" but Gandhi didn"t consider it as an authority and firmly rejected it. Similarly he opposed the stand the Christians took using Bible as their authority with regard to capital punishment. Thus Gandhi said any teaching or word said by god or any religious text must be rejected if it wasn"t reasonable. 19 Later he realized that terms such as reason and reasonability were subjective in nature and could be molded in favor of the interpreter. For instance the Muslims justified the practice of stoning using the Koran as their authority 20 . Therefore Gandhi set up another test of interpretation which will be discussed in the next section of this chapter. 13 Emilsen, Supra n.6 at p.78. 14 
The Test of Morality and Conscience
Another test the religious scriptures were put through was the test of morality. Gandhi said anything that was incongruous with the doctrine of non-violence and moral sense was to be avoided. 21 Gandhi renounced everything that was against morality for example Tulsidas"s Ramayana said, "the drum, the fool, the sudra, the animal and the woman-all these need beating". 22 Even though he had profound respect for Tulsidas, Gandhi firmly opposed this as it was immoral and against the doctrine of non-violence. 23 He took a stand that scriptures weren"t meant to be taken literally and that any scripture that wasnot in consonance with the "infallible canon of interpretation" must be firmly rejected.
2.
Biblical interpreter As a bible interpreter Gandhi differed from the Christians. First because he read it with a critical lens and sufficiently filtered every word he read, unlike most of the Christians who took the Bible literally. Second Gandhi not only read it critically but also read it in the Hindu context. Gandhi has often claimed to have gained a better understanding of the Bhagvat Gita after reading scriptures like The Holy Bible he has also said that he could relate to it better and therefore felt that he became a better Hindu.
3.
Old Testament Gandhi didn"t honor the Old Testament as he honored the New Testament; according to him the Old Testament consisted of "blood and thunder" and propagated the doctrine of "an eye for an eye". He felt an unmistakable difference between the god of the Hebrews and the god of Jesus Christ.Nevertheless he imbibed a lot from the Old Testament as well; he read nine books in all including, Genesis, Exodus, I Kings, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, Daniel and Jonah.
The book of Daniel appealed to him, in particular chapter 6 where Daniel is thrown into a pit of lions because he disobeyed the laws of the Medes and Persians and prayed thrice a day. 24 Gandhi"s interpretation to this verse is quite different; he sees it as the purest form of Satyagraha, a portrayal of active resistance. Gandhi often referred to Daniel as the epitome of passive resistance, he drew immense amount of inspiration from him. 
New Testament
Bapu was however more drawn to the New Testament; he felt that one"s life would be incomplete if one doesn"t incorporate the teachings of Jesus in his or her ways of life.
26 He referred to Christ as one of the greatest teachers humanity has seen and followed his path of righteousness.
Book of Matthew
What attracted Gandhi was the Sermon on the Mount 27 he called himself the "Sermon on the Mount Christian" 28 and advised people to follow it to attain true happiness and to end misery. Both Matthew and Gandhian principles say that one who bears suffering, poverty, renounces the materialistic world and worldly rewards, is rewarded in the kingdom of god.
With the help of Book of Matthew, the Mahatma learnt to distinguish between passive resistance and non-violent resistance and observed that the Europeans mistook Christ"s bold resistance to be passive resistance as he saw no passivity or weakness in Christ after reading the gospels. 29 One will find references in the bible where in Jesus Christ tells his disciples that fasting shouldn"t be done to show the public but should be done to 21 please your lord. 30 Here Gandhi differed by publically fasting because it was necessary to bring about change in the then prevailing political scenario.
Jesus Christ
Gandhi considered Christ to be the greatest teachers of all times however there were certain things he refused to believe. He never believed that Christ rose from the dead. 31 According to him there are two aspects of Christianity, perspective, refers to worship and descriptive refers to abiding by Christ"s teachings. He claimed that the perspective aspect was ancillary to the descriptive aspect. 32 Interestingly, as mentioned before, he interpreted the bible and Christ"s life in the Hindu context. Example:The Book of Matthew talks about how Jesus was put to test in the wilderness after fasting for forty days and forty nights. The devil tempts Jesus to turn stones into bread to satiate his hunger, and then he asks Jesus to jump off a cliff to test the word of God and also offers Jesus, wealthy kingdoms to induce him into worshipping him. 33 Gandhi believed that by conquering the first temptation of hunger, one gains mastery over his senses, and in turn gains strength, which in itself is a temptation to vanquish. Once one gains mastery over his strength then he attains siddhis, which are miracle powers and these siddhis are considered to be the third temptation. 34 Gandhi admired Jesus and often related to him, one such instance would be when he began the Dandi March in 1930, where he drew a parallel between his march and the march led by Jesus in Jerusalem.
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IV.
Principles Adopted From The Bible
Introduction
In this section the researcher aims to scrutinize Gandhian principles in light of the teachings of the bible and Jesus Christ in particular, signifying the influence Christianity had on Bapu.
Most of the Gandhian principles have been derived from the Holy Bible and there have been sufficient evidence to prove the same. Gandhi on many occasions has advised people to read and apply Christ"s teachings to understand the meaning of true happiness and to lead a better life. In the next section the researcher has listed down the principles and subsequently has studied them in detail in light of the biblical references.
Teachings of the Bible
There are a plenty of things which Gandhi adopted from the Bible, some of them are as follows:
2.1.
An eye for an eye turns the whole world blind These were Gandhi"s words 36 which gained popularity but what has not been sufficiently publicized is the fact that these words have been adopted from the Holy Bible. This doctrine has been stated in Matthew 5:38 37 This principle can be seen as the nucleus of Gandhian principles as this essentially preaches nonviolence or ahimsa.
2.2.
Turn the other cheek But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. (Matthew 5:39 KJV) One of the many biblical references which Gandhi applied was the principle of turn the other cheek. He was often seen propagating this principle as a part of the non-violence movement. 
Love for enemies
Gandhi followed the teachings of the Christ, with regard to loving one"s enemies and praying for your persecutors as mentioned in Matthew 5:44. 39 The Mahatma had often said loving one"s enemy would help invigorate the cause of Satyagraha by winning your enemies over to one"s own side. 40 
2.4.
Humility Gandhifirmly believed that humans are mere grains of sand and there is no reason for a person to be supercilious and pompous. Thus he believed that everyone should be humble and altruistic. 41 The can be seen in the Bible, For dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return. (Genesis 3:19) 
2.5.
Bread labor In the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread. (Genesis 3:19)Both bible and Gandhi lay stress upon the fact that a man has to work hard to earn his bread and money. 42 This is also the reason why Gandhi was seen spinning his own clothes which in turn helped Indians to attain "real swaraj". 43 He also identified the sameteachings in the third chapter of the Bhagvat Gita and called it Yajna. As per Gandhian principles and Tolstoy, anyone who didn"t perform Yajna was considered to be a thief. 44 Gandhi also said if everyone earned just the right amount of bread, sufficient for the person who worked for it then the world wouldn"t have to see overpopulation, the class divide between the rich and poor, discrimination between upper and lower caste groups. 45 
Honorable Exile
Gandhi had identified different techniques of Satyagraha; "Hijrat" was one of them. 46 It literally meant migration from one place to another but on the whole it meant taking a self-imposed exile. This has also been mentioned in the second book of the Old Testament with reference to the planned fight of the Israelites. 47 
2.7.
Non-Cooperation Gandhi"s non-cooperation movement was one of the strongest weapons used against the hegemonic power that ruled in India. Gandhi, as mentioned in the previous chapter considered Daniel to be one of the greatest passive resisters and took inspiration from him after reading certain verses from the book of Daniel. 48 There have been many instances where Gandhi has been seen accepting this. 49 Gandhi had taken Jesus Christ as his greatest inspiration; he had also observed that the crucifixion of Christ was the best demonstration of Satyagraha and passive resistance. 
Fast unto death
In the book of Matthew, Jesus tells his disciples that nothing in the world is impossible, if a man wants to move a mountain from one place to another it is possible with the help of prayers and fasts. 51 It is from here that Gandhi adopted the method of fasting. Gandhi would go on a "fast unto death" to protest against issues he felt were troublesome, for example on 12 th September 1932 he went on a perpetual fast in protest of the caste separation 52 . Gandhi compared his fast with the one kept by the king and his people of Nineveh for god"s deliverance. 53 Till date this method of Satyagraha is recognized and used. 54
Holding unto the truth
The term Satyagraha, which essentially means to hold on to the truth, was coined by Gandhi in South Africa when Indians struggled for rights. 55 Gandhi used this term with soul force and often said that he could give up his nation for truth and non-violence. 56 However the lesser known fact is that Gandhi was inspired by Christ on this note, this principle is mentioned in the bible;let us not love in word or talk but indeed and in truth. (John 3:18) . He was also of the opinion that Christ was the greatest vow-keeper and thus laid emphasis on keeping vows as well. 57 
2.10.
Expression of Love Gandhi believed that expressing one"s love was in itself a form of self-sacrifice and this was in consonance with the principles of Satyagraha. 58 He imbibed the idea of expressing one"s love from the first epistle of Corinthians. 59 Gandhi was so drawn to it that he even sent a copy of it to his nephew, Mangalal and asked him to read it to gain a new insight on love and life. Time and again Gandhi had asked people to read Corinthians and equated love with truth.
What has not been sufficiently brought to public notice is the fact that these principles adopted and implemented by the Mahatma were inspired from the Holy Bible. However Gandhi read the Bible critically and interpreted the words in the Hindu context and never did he want to convert to Christianity as he claimed that after reading the Bible, the Bhagvat Gita was clearer to him. The Bible according to Gandhi not only broadened his view of life and perspectives but also, helped him attain peace and contentment.
Most of the Gandhian Principles, which is now collectively known as Gandhigiri, 66 is inspired from the teachings of the Bible and Jesus Christ in particular. Principles including non-violence, fast unto death, holding onto truth, non-cooperation movement and the famous "turn the other cheek", have been adopted from the Bible.
Since it was with the help of these principles that Gandhi ushered the progress of our countryand brought it independence, the researcher feels the fact that the Holy Bible and Jesus Christ had such a huge impact on Gandhi, should be acknowledged and given due credit.
